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PFLAG SALISBURY RESPONSE TO VICIOUS HATE CRIME COMMITED BY SALISBURY UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS

PFLAG Salisbury is horrified and disheartened about the vicious bias-motivated attack by a group of
students attending Salisbury Univeristy. We stand beside the victim, their family, and the larger
community. PFLAG knows that the effects of this deliberate, premeditated act that targeted a person
based on their sexual orientation will ripple across the Salisbury University campus, the Lower Shore,
and the State of Maryland, reviving and increasing anxiety and collective distress.

The research shows, that bias-motivated attacks induce fear and cause psychological harm to
marginalized groups. It is common for people to feel distrustful and unsafe after a hate crime. These
fears are not unwarranted. According to the FBI, hate crimes against the LGBTQIA+ community continue
to be on the rise despite the overall number of hate crimes reported being on a steady decline. More
specifically, in the past two years, hate crimes based on gender identity have increased by 48%, and hate
crimes based on sexual orientation are up 36.8%.

PFLAG strongly believes it is our moral obligation to continue to fight injustice and policies rooted in
racism, homophobia, transphobia, and xenophobia and condemn hateful rhetoric, hate crimes, and hate
threats against all people. We also know that we are strongest when we work together.

PFLAG Salisbury envisions a world where diversity is celebrated and everyone is respected, valued, and
affirmed, inclusive of their sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. By meeting
people where they are and collaborating with others, PFLAG realizes its vision by providing support for
families, allies, and people who are LGBTQIA+; providing education about the unique issues and
challenges facing people who are LGBTQIA+; and providing advocacy in the community to change
attitudes and create policies and laws that achieve full equality for people who are LGBTQIA+. To learn
more about PFLAG Salisbury, visit www.SalisburyPFLAG.com
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